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Week in America, and I rise today to
celebrate these quality educational in-
stitutions.

This year, the theme celebrated was
“Catholic Schools: Communities of
Faith, Knowledge and Service.”
Schools across the country observe the
week with masses, open houses, and
other activities for students, families,
parishioners, and community members.
Through these events, schools focus on
the value Catholic education provides
to young people and contributions to
their church, communities, and to our
Nation.

Mr. Speaker, Catholic schools pro-
vide an excellent education to Catho-
lics and non-Catholics alike. These
schools offer academic excellence and
faith-filled education for students na-
tionwide. National test scores, high
school graduation rates, college at-
tendance, and other data show Catholic
schools frequently outperform schools
in both the public and private sectors.

While there have been challenges to
enrollment in some areas, the good
news is that there is a strong demand
and enthusiasm for the rigorous and
quality education Catholic schools pro-
vide. Nearly 30 percent of the schools
have waiting lists for admission, and
new schools are opening across the
country.

Congratulations to all involved in
Catholic Schools Week and your efforts
to educate the next generation.

——
ISIS AND FORCES OF DARKNESS

(Mr. SHERMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, as
many have explained on this floor,
Trump’s executive order, his Muslim
ban, repudiates our values and violates
our Constitution.

After 20 years on the Foreign Affairs
Committee, I think it is important to
come to this floor and explain how that
executive order is harmful to our na-
tional security. Trump’s executive
order plays right into the ISIS nar-
rative. It says that there is a clash of
civilizations and that all Islam is our
enemy. ISIS, which has, perhaps, a few
hundred thousand followers, dreams of
convincing all of Islam—dreams of con-
vincing 1.5 billion Muslims—that they
are at war with America and the West.

We do not have a clash of civiliza-
tions. We have a clash between civiliza-
tion and the forces of darkness bent on
destroying civilization, whether they
reside in Raqqa or at 1600 Pennsylvania
Avenue.

IN MEMORY OF GRANT
RONNEBECK

(Mr. BIGGS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in memory of a young man who would
have been my constituent.
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Two years ago last week, 21-year-old
Grant Ronnebeck was manning the
counter at a Mesa, Arizona conven-
ience store. An illegal alien walked
into the store and shot Grant in the
head, killing him, over a pack of ciga-
rettes that the man did not want to

pay for.
The illegal immigrant, Apolinar
Altamirano, had been out on bond

awaiting deportation due to a violent
criminal history. Grant had his whole
life ahead of him, but lost it because of
the failure of his government to pro-
tect him from criminally violent, ille-
gal immigrants.

I have introduced H.R. 486, otherwise
known as Grant’s Law. This bill would
end the practice of releasing illegal
aliens guilty of deportable crimes so
they are no longer a danger to innocent
American citizens.

I was emboldened last week when
President Donald Trump invited
Grant’s father, Steve, to the White
House to witness the signing of an ex-
ecutive order administratively ending
this dangerous policy. I am thankful
for a President that protects Ameri-
cans and seeks the rule of law. How-
ever, if Congress fails to pass H.R. 486,
this policy remains a temporary Presi-
dential order and does not carry the
permanent force of law.

We must make sure that Grant’s fate
never again happens to any young man
or woman. We must pass Grant’s Law.

——
THE WEEK IN REVIEW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, here it
is, Friday. It has been a good week in
Washington. We have gotten some of
President Trump’s nominees approved
and through the Senate. Call them like
you see them, I think.

Majority Leader MITCH MCCONNELL
has done a great job this week. I ap-
plaud his efforts. And as a result of
what President Trump has been
doing—and actually part of it is just
his getting elected—has done for our
economy because people know—at least
a lot of people know—he is going to
keep his word. He is already showing
he is doing that, and he has repealed
some of the executive orders that have
been doing so much damage to our
economy.

And when we say economy, what we
mean is, the rank and file people, the
backbone of America who have been
struggling, who have made less money
than they did 8 years ago when ad-
justed for inflation. Those are the peo-
ple we are talking about; those who
have been out of work, the 94 or 95 mil-
lion who have become so desperate,
they pulled out of even applying for
work.

I enjoyed, to an extent, the exchange
between my friend, KEVIN MCCARTHY
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and my friend across the aisle Leader
HOYER. And I get amused when I hear
Democrats quoting Senator MCCAIN
and Senator GRAHAM—wonderful peo-
ple. LINDSEY GRAHAM, it is a real joy to
be around talking to LINDSEY GRAHAM.
But if you look at positions they have
taken, it would make you think twice
about quoting them as positions you
wanted to have supporting yours.

I mean, nothing stands taller than
the 30 million of the 90 million or so
living in Egypt, when they rose up that
June because a Muslim brother named
Morsi was seizing power. He was on his
way to becoming the Chavez in North
Africa, and the people rose up. It was
not only the largest peaceful dem-
onstration in the history of the world,
it was the largest demonstration in the
history of the world.

All over Egypt, moderate Muslims,
Christians, Jews, secularists, they all
rose up, went to the streets and de-
manded the removal of the man who
would be Kking, the Muslim brother
named Morsi. The difference in this
king is, as many of the Egyptians have
pointed out when I have been in Cairo
and other places, he wasn’t just going
to be king. He was going to be the pup-
pet of the spiritual leader of Islam in
Egypt.

Some of my Egyptian friends, when I
have been over there, say: yeah, we
have seen video of him taking his or-
ders from the spiritual imam, and he
followed his leadership. So if that is
true, then he wasn’t just going to be
king. He was going to be a king puppet.

But the Muslim brother was removed
as a result of 30 million people rising
up peacefully. Morsi only, allegedly,
got around 13 million to claim the win
and made clear his opponent knew—for
the original Presidential election—that
if he raised a stink about any votes
being fraudulent, they would burn the
country down—that was some of his
supporters. Because the Muslim Broth-
erhood, if you go back and check, when
churches are burned, it is normally the
Muslim Brotherhood over there.

In Egypt, they had been anathema to
representative government, to civilized
government, to nonsectarian govern-
ment. They want a new caliphate to
start with basically the old Ottoman
Empire and Erdogan in Turkey; he is
undoing all of the great reforms made
by the great Ataturk nearly 100 years
ago, and he is undoing them.
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There are those in Turkey who would
like to see a caliphate—a new Ottoman
Empire—and it have its leadership in
Turkey. They long for the days when
they ruled an expansive caliphate.

I had a reporter say: Why would you
say that?

I said: Go look at a map. I know you
weren’t ever taught what the Ottoman
Empire was. Go look at a map and look
at the countries where our President is
supporting an uprising that eventually,
if we don’t stop it, will become anarchy
or it will become part of the caliphate.
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